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The Relations among Social Support,
Self-esteem and Behavioral Adjustment in
Children of New Inhabitants

Chih-Ling Hsieh

Center for Teacher Education & Graduate Institution of
Professional Development in Education Dayeh University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relations among social support,
self-esteem, and behavioral adjustment in children of new inhabitants. Three hundred
fifty-two fourth to sixth grade from Taiwan in children of new inhabitants. A
self-report measure perception of children’s social support, self-esteem, and
behavioral adjustment was administered. Statistical methods were used to analyze the
data included MANOVA, multiple regression and hierarchical regression analyses.
The results of this study were as follow: (1) gender and grade had significant
differences on school adjustment and relationship adjustment; there were no
significant differences on behavioral adjustment for mother from different nationality;
(2) parents’ support could positively predict all of behavioral adjustment; school and
teacher support could positively predict school adjustment, and classmate support
could positively predict relationship adjustment; (3) positive self-esteem could
positively predict all of behavioral adjustment; (4) children’s social support and
behavioral adjustment were mediated through positive self-esteem. Based on the
results of this study, suggestions for future were proposed.

Key words: social support, self-esteem, behavioral adjustment, children of new
inhabitants
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